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Shannons American Motoring Show
Souvenir T-Shirt
Available from the AOMC tent 

  $20.00
Limited 

numbers 
produced

$20.00

Souvenir Badge

logo design

business cards

brochures / flyers

advertisements 

newsletters / magazines 

packaging  

vehicle decal design

social media banners 

ebooks

Liz Thompson
graphic designer

facebook.com/calibadesign
www.caliba.com.au

Creative design solutions for small business

recharge your        rand
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President’s Welcome

Do not touch any vehicles, parts of vehicles may be hot - Beware of moving vehicles.
Children must be supervised at all times. 

Our marshals wearing florescent vests are available to help regarding any matters.

Have a Safe Trip Home and Thank You for Making Our Show a Success

CAUTION:
SAFETY
NOTICE

Timetable
9.30 am  Gates open for Display vehicles
10.30 am  Public admittance  commence
11.00 am  Vehicle judging commences
1.30 pm  Presidents welcome and Trophy presentation 
3.00 pm  Show closes

Trophy Presentations
Best Pre War Vehicle                 (presented by the AOMC)
Best Custom    (presented by the AOMC)
Best Muscle Car    (presented by the AOMC)
Best Post War 50s-60s Classic  (presented by the AOMC)
Best Hot Rod    (presented by the AOMC)
Best Motorcycle    (presented by the AOMC)
Best Commercial Vehicle   (presented by the AOMC)
Best Rambler /AMC Vehicle   (presented by the AOMC)
Best Convertible    (presented by the AOMC)
Best Classic Fins     (presented by All American Auto Parts)
Presidents Award    (presented by  Meguiars))
The Robert Shannon Memorial Award
  - for a young enthusiast (presented  by the AOMC
Best Club Display    (presented by Shannons)
Shannon’s Car of the Show Award  (presented by Shannons)

The Association of Motoring Club’s welcomes you to the Shannon’s 
American Motoring Show for 2018

On Behalf of the Executive Committee and member clubs we 
welcome you to our 2018 show.  On display today you will see the 
best from the USA from current models to those from early last 
century, today’s show has something for everyone.  On display you 
will find original cars and motorcycles, daily drivers and concour 
examples. Most people will identify with memories of vehicles from 
their past or popular TV shows from over the years. Whatever 
your aspirations, enjoying the scenery or future ownership, today 
is a great opportunity to talk to owners and clubs and share the 
pleasure of classic cars 

The American manufacturing machine changed the face of vehicle 
production. From Ford Production line technology, electric starters, 
first steel bodied production, cruise control and air-conditioning 
to the timeless military Jeep.  American vehicles have played a 
significant part of motoring and in particular Australian motoring 
history and now will be a prominent feature of our motoring future

The AOMC was established in 1976 and is one of the peak body 
representing motoring enthusiasts and hobby motorists in Victoria. 
Representing more than 220 vehicle clubs, our members come 
from all corners of the state and have interests as diverse as the 
vehicles that are their passion.

Its primary purpose on establishment was to expand the Club 
permit schemes from pre 1930 built vehicles and recognise the 
relevance and importance of post 1930 classic vehicles generally 
and in 1984 the Association achieved the introduction of the rolling 

25 year accessibility for the Club permit scheme. Since that time 
the Association has taken partnered closely with Vic Roads as the 
Club permit scheme and recently the logbook has evolved.

Member clubs are represented by their appointed delegates and 
the Association conducts quarterly delegates meetings, seminars 
on restoration technique and information sessions on the club 
permit scheme as well as many issues around club management 
etc. These are very popular and enjoyed by the membership. 
The Association, also operates an informative website, provides 
a quarterly newsletter, and regularly communicate updates for all 
member clubs via email.

Run largely by volunteers The AOMC is recognised by federal state 
and local governments as the largest state level representative 
body in Australia and has close relationships with other state 
motoring bodies and major industry players.  

We hope that you enjoy your day at the, most likely your club is a 
member of the Association however if not we welcome applications 
from new clubs. Contact us on 9558 4829 or e- mail to secretary@
aomc.asn.au  or check out our website aomc.asn.au  As always 
we welcome your constructive feedback on how to continue to 
improve our shows and offerings

We thank you for your attendance today and acknowledge 
our traders sponsors and volunteers; we especially thank the 
Shannon’s for their ongoing support.

Keith Mortimer
President.

(subject to weather conditions)
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Cadillac Sixty-Special
Optimism and design innovation returned to the USA 
vehicle manufacturers as the market recovered from the 
depression.  Automotive design was evolving towards 
the very different cars of the late 30’s and no vehicle 
was more influential in future direction than the Cadillac 
Sixty-Special.

 Designed by Bill Mitchell, the newly appointed head of 
styling at Cadillac and LaSalle, the Sixty-Special outsold 
every other Cadillac model in its debut year.

Mitchell proved to be a visionary by designing an 
elegant four-door sedan without running boards with 
a low ride height, built-in boot, large windows and 
little external trim.  Powered by a 6.67L V8, the Sixty-
Special’s top speed was around 145km/h (90mph).  
Released in 1938 the car continued in production until 
1941. 

In 1939 there was some cosmetic updating, plus new 
options like a sunroof and a sliding panel to separate 
the driver from the passengers.   In the final years 
of production Cadillac’s Fleetwood operation started 
building the bodies which included the basic touring 
sedan, the Imperial sedan plus two formal Town cars.  

The 1941 Sixty-Specials with the revised front-end 
and skirted mudguards are considered to be the most 
attractive of all. Nearly 18,000 Sixty-Specials were 
made before production ceased in 1941.

If you are interested in Cadillac and LaSalle vehicles 
contact the Cadillac LaSalle Clubs of Australia on www.
cadillaclasalleclub.com.au
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Legendary Shine

Meguiars.com.au
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Studebaker
The club had its roots under a clothesline in a 
Carnegie backyard as Studebaker owners  Bob 
and Joy Godley together with Charles and Helen 
Schwerkolt got together over afternoon tea while 
their kids were running around the yard generally 
enjoying themselves under late springtime skies. 
The talk turned to starting a Studebaker Club and 
it was actually one of the wives who suggested 
that if they wanted to do something about it then 
perhaps placing an advertisement in “The Age” 
would be a good way to gauge interest.

The advertisement was placed and the first 
meeting was held on the 4th December 1967 
with approximately 32 people in attendance 
and the Studebaker Car Club of Australia was  
subsequently formed.   The following slips of 
paper were placed under windscreen wipers on 
parked Studebakers by enthusiastic members 
and this resulted in increased members and by 
November membership had climbed to around 70. 

By June 1969 the club’s newsletter Stude News 
was being produced monthly and with many social 
and vehicle events the club’s membership was 
climbing. In November 1970, nearly 3 years since 
inception, the club’s membership base had grown 
to 126 of which approximately 20 were interstate.  
Over the next couple of years interstate interest 
grew to the point where clubs were established 
in South Australia, Queensland and New south 
Wales.

The Victorian club’s first official concours was 
held in 1971 at the You Yangs with over 60 
Studebakers in attendance and in 1972 the 
Victorian and South Australian clubs met in 
Mount Gambier in what was the forerunner 
of the National Meet as we know it now. The 
first National Meet was held in Cooma in 1975 
with more than 120 vehicles and 350 people 
participating – surely a sign of strong interest in 
the marque. To this day our National Meets are 
held biennially with the next one in Toowoomba, 
Queensland in 2019.

The club continued to grow nationally with Victoria 
leading the way although a noticeable change in 
membership was observed.

A part of this was that many early members were 

using their Studebaker as their daily driver and 
joined the club to access parts, etc. and regular 
maintenance of their vehicles – remembering that 
Studebaker closed down in 1966. As time went 
on, quite a number of these members traded their 
now older  (daily drivers) Studebakers on new 
cars so consequently relinquished membership of 
the club. In hindsight the club experienced its first 
major shift – from being a club where Studebakers 
were owned primarily for transport to a club where 
the primary reason for owning a Studebaker was 
leisure or interest related.
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Obviously as the years have passed there are 
now very few Studebakers used as daily drivers 
and club members today are passionate about 
restoration of their vehicles – restoration in both 
a historical sense but also in a practical and 
safety sense. There are still many parts available 
in Australia to restore Studebakers which is 
one of the reasons we see “new” Studebakers 
hit the road every couple of months. As well 
as restorations we are seeing some awesome 
modified Studebakers as a number of members 
apply their own style and creativity to the marque. 

Our club is 50 years old and going strong with 
approximately 400 members Australia wide.
We are lucky to have a number of those original 
members from 1967 still active in the club today 
as their knowledge and experience of Studebaker 
can’t be sourced from a text book or the internet. 
Our newer and younger members are very 
fortunate indeed to learn from these people while 
all members are extremely thankful to those who 
started the club and built it to what it is today.

Like all older marque clubs we have our 
challenges. We need to continue to look after all 
our older members while catering to the needs of 
modern generations via the websites, Facebook 
and suchlike.

All Studebaker enthusiasts are encouraged to 
contact the club, participate in social events 
and display days or simply to access the club’s 
extensive technical library and pick the brains of 
those older guys who have been the foundation of 
the club. We would love to see you.

Richard Salter
President
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Formed in 1958 the club was initially known 
as the Vintage Morris Club. By 1959 the name 
Vintage Drivers Club was registered and the club 
was underway. A printed club magazine was first 
introduced in 1967   and is now in its 724 edition. 
Very substantial events held over several days 
were organised at the Melbourne showgrounds 
where restoration skills were highlighted to the 
public. 

Membership peaked in the early seventies when 
there were over 1000 members registered.
In early times the club was involved in low key 
competition events such as quarter mile sprints, 
some at locations that have now been swallowed 
up by the cities expansion

The club quickly developed a comprehensive 
library for members use and spare parts were 
supplied to members.

The club has always required a substantial 
meeting facility and over the years has purchased 
several club rooms, the first being in Fitzroy, then 
Pascoe Vale and finally today in Nunawading.
Twenties vehicles have always been at the core of 
the club’s activities, the Spirit of the Twenties rally 
is held biennially

The club meets monthly and has many events 
each year, Mid week runs for retired members are 
also very popular.

There are a number of awards made each year 
including the prestigious Warriner Trophy for a 
member’s vehicle restored personally by the 
owner.

The club welcomes enquiries about membership 
particularly from owners of pre 1930 vehicles.

60 Years of the Vintage Drivers Club



Shannons insurance is for motoring enthusiasts just like you, with features like:

n Choice of repairer   n Agreed value   n Multi-Vehicle & Multi-Policy discounts
n Limited Use & Club Plate cover   n Laid up cover   n One excess free 
windscreen claim per year   n Total Loss Salvage options   n Home Contents 
Insurance including $10,000 enthusiast cover for your collectables & tools   
n Towing & storage costs as a result of loss or damage   n Pay by the month 
premiums at no extra cost

Call Shannons on 13 46 46 for a quote on your special car, daily drive, bike or your 
home, and speak with a genuine enthusiast.

INSURANCE FOR MOTORING ENTHUSIASTS  |  CALL 13 46 46 FOR A QUOTE  |  SHANNONS.COM.AU

Shannons Pty Limited ABN 91 099 692 636 is an authorised representative of AAI Limited ABN 48 005 297 807, the product issuer. Some benefits only apply to comprehensive vehicle cover. Shannons has not 
taken account of your objectives, financial situation or needs. Read the Product Disclosure Statement before buying this insurance. Contact us for a copy.

“ N O  O N E  K N O W S  Y O U R

P A S S I O N  L I K E  S H A N N O N S.”

Join the Shannons Club today! Get connected 
and share your passion - shannons.com.au/club
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Plymouth, the origins
Chrysler Corporation needed a high volume, low 
price brand to compete in the market dominated 
by Chevrolet and Ford. The first Plymouth badged 
car was introduced at Madison Square Garden on 
July 7, 1928, 90 years ago.  

Plymouths were initially priced higher than the 
competition but offered standard features not 
available from competing GM and Ford low-
cost vehicles.  Plymouths were originally sold 
exclusively through Chrysler dealerships; giving 
them an alternative to the upmarket Chrysler 
branded cars.

Origins of the Plymouth can be traced back to 
the Maxwell automobile made by the Maxwell-
Chalmers Car Company.  Walter Chrysler took 
control of the company in the early 1920’s, using 
their facilities to create and launch the six-cylinder 
Chrysler in 1924.  The Maxwell was reworked and 
rebadged as the low-end four cylinder Chrysler 
“52” model.  In 1928 the “52” was redesigned 
and released as the Chrysler-Plymouth Model Q.  
“Chrysler” was dropped from the name in 1929.

The Plymouth logo features a rear view of the 
ship Mayflower, which transported the first English 
Puritans from Plymouth, England to Plymouth, 
Massachusetts in 1620.  

The brand was withdrawn from the market place 
in 2001 with Plymouth models being either 
discontinued or rebranded as Chrysler. So after 
63 years the Plymouth brand was consigned to 
history.

If you want to know more, contact the Chrysler 
Restorers Club of Australia on  
www.chryslerclubvic.org.au
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AMC AMX
By the late 1960s the America Motor Company 
was in deep trouble financially and in the era of 
the muscle AMC didn’t have the resources to 
compete with the big three.  In a last ditch bid to 
grab back some market share from Ford, General 
Motors and Chrysler, AMC produced the AMX. 
This was made from 1968 until 1970.

The AMX (American Motor experimental) was not 
a true pony car like the iconic 1964 Ford Mustang 
but AMC marketed it as a car in the GT (Grand 
Turismo) tradition. It had rear-wheel drive and 
was a high-performance two door coupe designed 
for long-distance fast travel.  The AMX had it all; 
power, glamour and comfort. Also it fitted into the 
gap between domestically produced pony cars 
and expensive imported cars.  It was the only 
steel-bodied US made two-seater sports car on 
the market.

The car utilized AMC’s existing unibody 
technology with engine sizes being based on their 
standard 290, increasing to the 343 and 390.  In 
1969 and 1970 the AMX won the title of the Best 
Engineered Car.  The 1970 was the last true 
AMX.  In three years just over 19,000 had been 
sold which was not enough to make the AMX cost 
effective, but it had forever changed the public’s 
image of AMC.

Twenty four AMX’s were assembled in Australia 
during 1969 and were imported in CKD (Complete 
Knocked Down) kit form from American Motors 
USA and assembled by Australian Motor 
industries. 

For more information contact:  www.
amcjavelinregisteraustralia.com  and for Australian 
made AMX’s www.australianjavelins.com        
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(03) 5339 6533 or (03) 5339 6788
www.allamericanautoparts.com.au

Over 35 years supplying the quality brands you can trust

AUTO  PARTS

PARTS FOR ALL AMERICAN TRUCKS AND PASSENGER CARS

OUR CUSTOMERS COME FROM ALL OVER AUSTRALIA WITH A BREATHTAKING 
ARRAY OF VEHICLES… 

IF YOU ARE LOOKING FOR AN UNSURPASSED RANGE OF PARTS, TO SUIT THE 
WIDEST SELECTION OF AMERICAN CLASSIC VEHICLES BACKED BY SPECIALIST 

INDUSTRY KNOWLEDGE…ALL AMERICAN AUTO PARTS IS THE NUMBER ONE 
CHOICE, EVERY TIME!
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Frank Kurtis built his first car using a 1916 Ford 
Model T chassis with a specially constructed body. 
It was the first of many street and racing machines 
he would build.  

 From the early 30’s Kurtis started designing and 
building racing cars.  In 1941 Kurtis built his first 
of many Indy cars and in 1948 the Kurtis-Kraft 
Special achieved 2nd place in the Indy and 1st 
place in the championship points.

During the late forties Kurtis started sports car 
production while still designing and building Indy 
cars and midgets.  The Kurtis built Indy cars were 
ultra-competitive, winning the Indianapolis 500 
four times between 1950 and 1955.

Kurtis’s ultimate dream was to build a sports car 
utilizing the experience and skills achieved in 
building the Indy cars.  The result was the Kurtis 
Sports from Kurtis-Kraft, a sleek looking sports 
car the created rave reviews and appeared on the 
cover of the Motor Trend magazine in 1948.

The Kurtis Sports was a two-door roadster with 
a rounded nose, sloping rear end with a broad 
chrome waist rail to protect the bodywork. It was 
available as a build your-own kit car or as a fully 
factory assembled car.  The finished car was light, 
highly manoeuvrable and very fast.  Most cars 
were fitted with the 3.9L (239ci) Ford V8 with a top 
speed of 225km/h (140mph).  Several cars were 
fitted with Cadillac V8 engines.

About 34 cars were made before production 
ceased in 1950 as the car was not financially 
viable.  Frank Kurtis boasted that the Kurtis Sport 
was faster than the Jaguar XK120.  In 2017 a 
Kurtis Sport powered by a Cadillac 331ci V8 was 
sold in the USA for US$225,000.

Kurtis Sport
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Tucker Torpedo
Preston Tucker Company founded by Preston 
Tucker, an automobile designer and entrepreneur, 
who, from the age of 16, began repairing and 
refurbishing cars.  Having an interest in racing 
cars and their designers, Tucker moved to 
Indianapolis to be closer to the racing car 
development and worked as a transport manager 
there. 

 In 1935 Harry Miller and Tucker joined together 
to build racing cars, their first job was to build 10 
performance Ford V8 racers for Henry Ford.

After WWll the USA government offered support to 
smaller manufacturers to assist them to compete 
with the larger automobile manufacturers.  On 
Christmas Eve 1946 Tucker hired Alex Tremulis 
to finalise the design of an all new car in six days.  
The design brief encompassed modern styling, 
coupled with high safety levels plus a flat-six 
rear engine, fuel injection, magnesium wheels, a 
padded dash and instrumentation on the steering 
wheel.

The final design was approved by Tucker on New 
Year’s Eve. The prototype was ready to launch six 
months later in June 1947.  The car was wide and 
low with a streamlined fastback styling. It had a 
broad rear to accommodate the vertical air intakes 
for the rear-mounted engine.  In actual fact the car 
wasn’t ready as the suspension broke and the car 
wouldn’t move, and thus his revolutionary engine 
failed.

Fifty pre-production cars were shown to the public 
generating huge excitement and orders for the 
car.  Production of the Tucker was shut down 
amidst scandal and controversial accusation of 
stock fraud on March 3, 1949.  In 2013 a restored 
Tucker sold for US$2.915 million.
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What is the AOMC?

The AOMC is a not-for-profit organisation established 
in 1976 that represents over 220 member clubs 
comprising some 45,000 motoring enthusiasts in 
Victoria.  The Association, run by volunteers, represents 
all Victorian hobby motorists, including vintage, veteran 
and classic car, motorcycle and truck enthusiasts.

The AOMC will admit as a member any bona-fide 
vehicle club (including motorcycles and commercial 
vehicles); having modified vehicles within its ranks does 
not preclude a club from membership.

The AOMC communicates with its member clubs by: 
quarterly Newsletters, delegates’ meetings and special 
mailings.

The AOMC runs seminars to assist member clubs 
in their management and to disseminate relevant 

information affecting motoring enthusiasts.

The AOMC’s involvement in matters concerning 
the preservation, restoration, authentication of 
historic vehicles, and legislation that may affect 
vehicle enthusiasts is well known and respected by 
Government and non-Government organisations.

If your club is not a member of the AOMC and would 
like to join you can apply for membership  now.

Association of Motoring Clubs (AOMC)
Phone: 03 9558 4829
Address:  21 Rosalie Street, SPRINGVALE, VIC 3171
Email: secretary@aomc.asn.au
Website:  www.aomc.asn.au


