
Minutes of the AOMC Delegates Meeting on 26th August 2017 at 
Darnum. 

The Delegates Meeting was held at the Darnum Memorial Hall in Darnum, and was hosted by the 
Trafalgar Truck Restorers' Club whose Members also provided the excellent lunch and afternoon 
tea. 
Meeting Commenced 1.10pm 
Members Present: as per the Registration/Attendance Sheets. 
Apologies: As per the Apology list. 
After the formalities of the Meeting were performed by AOMC President, Keith Mortimer, he 
introduced the Guest Speakers: John Lewis of VicRoads (VR), a VR engineer, Andrew George, the 
Chief Executive Officer of the Society of Automotive Engineers-Australasia (SAE-A) and Drew. 

VicRoads.  
VR are required to review driving policies, laws and processes every ten years. The last was in 
2009, the next is due in 2019 and a review by consultants is underway at present. 
The primary areas of review pertaining to the Club Permit Scheme (CPS) are – 
 The public perception of the CPS 
 The situation regarding commercial car clubs 
 Administration of clubs 
 Public and club confidence in the CPS 
 Policing (control) of the CPS 
John Lewis advised that VicRoads had engaged consultants to review the whole CPS Scheme. 
They had found that there needed to be a boost in confidence in the Scheme and assurance that 
it met with expectations of all interested parties. It was vital that Clubs play a major part in 
running the scheme into the future. The "Old Car" movement in general provided a significant 
and important role in providing financial and other support to local communities and had role 
similar to Men’s Sheds in aiding the mental health aspect of those participating in the 
Movement. 
The Consultants found that these aspects helped to "sell" the Scheme and they provided a 
positive benefit to the Community. 
VicRoads have been assessing the logistics of moving the current CPS Database onto the Main 
Computer Database. Until recently the cost of this had been estimated in the millions; far to 
much to justify; however they are now looking at a much cheaper version which may prove 
feasible. 
Should this change occur renewals will be easier and more reliable, police will be happier as it 
will be easier for them to operate and normal number plates could be used obviating the need 
for the current "H", "M" and "SR" plates. With the Database Update, the Police will have 
immediate access to H & M Plate information as per ordinary Registration plates. 
Should this change eventuate work and costs to VicRoads would be reduced. 
The Logbook system would, of course, continue as at present. 
The present CPS costs about $2 000 000 a year to operate. 
The difficult problems currently being experienced with Deceased Estates should be resolved 
when new procedures are introduced on 11th September 2017. 
The same rules will apply to the CPS Scheme as those that apply to Full Registrations. That is 
transfer is only permitted to the remaining/surviving spouse. It is not and will not include 
children or anybody else. Transfer to anybody other than the spouse will involve obtaining a RWC 
as required when purchasing a vehicle. John suggested waiting until the revised rules are 
introduced. 
These rules will be included on the VicRoads website and an extra section will be included 
especially for the CPS Scheme.   

Modified Vehicles 
Andrew George then gave a slide presentation of the various requirements when modifications 
are made to a vehicle. These requirements are very comprehensive and involved, depending on 
the particular modification and the vehicle in question. Full details are available from the 
Society's website and they are happy to answer questions over the telephone. 
SAE-A. Modified vehicles. 
Vehicles and aftermarket components are covered by VMAC – Vehicle Modification and 
Accessories Certification. 



The VASS, Vehicle Assessment Signatory Scheme, VASS, exists to supply evidence of compliance 
and a report. 
There are 88 VASS engineers in Victoria, they inspect the modified items, decide whether the 
Federal Australian Design Rules (ADRs) and/or the Federal Vehicle Standards Bulletins, VSBs, 
and/or Victorian rules (VSIs) apply.          
The VSBs nominate approved levels of modification, VSB 6 refers to commercial vehicles over 4.5 
tonne Gross Vehicle Mass, VSB 14 to passenger cars. There may be some overlap of the two with 
light commercial vehicles. 
At the State level, Vehicle Standards Information sheets apply as follows: 
VSI 3 refers to imported vehicles, VSI 8 to modifications and VSI 33 to CPS vehicles. 

Three levels of inspection/approval are available – 
 1. Modifications approved to VSB 6/14 and VSIs. 
 2. Certification required, basically where structural integrity or handling characteristics 
have       been changed. 
 3. Modifications not permitted. 
There are further groups and categories – 
 Vehicles over 25 years old 
 Left hand drive vehicles 
VSI 8 refers to pre 1949, post 1949 to pre 1969 and post 1969 vehicles. 
For street rods the original chassis rails and two original cross members are required. 

Modified (non-original) Components 
Andrew also warned against purchasing imported modified parts from some retail outlets as they 
may well not be up to Australian Standards and quite often when one part is changed other parts 
can be affected and require changing also. 
Purchased requirements. 
Parts/components must meet VSB6/14 or a test is required. 
It is recommended that a VASS engineer check a proposed modification before purchase. 
An example of using the correct type of mounting on aftermarket fuel tanks was quoted. Straps 
should be used, not the feet welded to the tank. 
As some tests are destructive, vehicle OEMs can afford them but one-offs can’t, there are 
alternative certification, based on calculations, or known examples are available. An ADR 3 
(seat) example was quoted. 
For suspension and steering changes variations of more than 30% in ride height are not allowed 
and a minimum of 100 mm road clearance for body and chassis ride height at laden chassis mass 
is required. 
Limits also apply to tyre and track changes. 
An example was given as to how a major engine change (cylinder head conversion) can be tested 
to ensure compliance with emission control rules. 

Question and Answer Session 
Q. Questions were asked about importing and/or exporting cars containing asbestos.  
As asbestos is a banned import or export so it is illegal to either import or export this substance 
in any form. The whole idea of checking for asbestos is to protect the public from this most 
harmful substance. 
It is thought that greater emphasis regarding asbestos has been created by recent problems with 
Great Wall and other Chinese vehicles. Customs have been troubled with incorrect information 
supplied to them and look at each situation on a case by case basis. The importer should obtain 
the Correct Certification about the (lack of) Asbestos status in the vehicle prior to it leaving 
from overseas.  

Q. A question about Safety Glass. 
There have been problems with safety glass in windscreens with what it is, and in some cases 
such windscreens had been rejected by RWC inspectors because it was not marked. This problem 
was caused by the Inspector's lack of knowledge.  

A. VicRoads would be happy to assist if contacted. 
VR will look at the RWC definition and amend if required.      
             
Q. Who has the final say on RWC compliance? Refusal by one station, accepted by another.  
A. VR has a complaint process to ensure RWC stations operate under the same parameters. 
Obtain a second opinion and refer to VR. 



Q. Who decides what is a modified vehicle (for M plates)? 
A. The ADRs nominate the approved build level, VR provide guidelines and a VASS inspection 
decides compliance based on the parameters noted earlier e.g. allowed VSB/VSI modifications vs 
VASS inspection. 
As a rule of thumb, if a VASS inspection is deemed necessary the vehicle should probably be on M 
plates. 
The modification is acknowledged by the VASS inspection with evidence of change e.g. 
confirmation of original and replacement (modification). 
Individually Constructed Vehicles. 
These, usually one-off specials, and are required to meet all the current ADRs applicable.  
VR recommend that clubs develop a relationship with a VASS engineer. 

Q. Is there a stigma about M plates? Some people may query what has happened to the vehicle 
to require an M plate. 
A. The M plate does not indicate an inferior designation. Victoria Police accept H and M plates as 
the same but take a dim view of an H plate vehicle that has subsequently been illegally 
modified. 
VR – Modified vehicles on M plates. A pre/post 2015 definition applies. 
VR will not search for H plate vehicles which should be on M plates. 
Experience to date indicates that when a report of an M level vehicle on H plate is made and 
checked either a VASS certificate is supplied or the CPS is cancelled. 

Q. What is the process to change from’ H to M’ plates? 
VicRoads are happy to assist with this, and further details on this matter are likely to be 
forthcoming shortly. 

Q. What about hot rod bodies on modern chassis? 
A. To allow tracking of vehicles, the vehicle is defined by the numbering of the chassis, the 
monocoque body, or the frame (motor cycle) as applicable. 
In this case, the ADRs for the year of chassis build would apply. 

Q. Will previously registered modified vehicles be accepted?  
Confirmation of earlier modifications. An example of an engine change made interstate was used 
to indicate that prior modifications can be accepted if records of the earlier change can be 
produced. 
VicRoads will continue to honour previously approved modifications provided no further 
modifications have been made since.  
This clarified things for Members of the Truck Clubs, as most trucks have been modified during 
their working life. 
In the case of Victorian vehicles, the AOMC engine records may assist in confirmation of prior 
changes. 
If further modifications have been made the inspection levels of VSBs, VSIs and VASS will apply. 

Q. Is the change of the load carrying body type on a truck, a modification? 
A. The main factor involved is any structural compromise that may have been made by the 
bodybuilder. Original bodybuilder certification / evidence would overcome this problem. It may 
be possible to obtain an exemption for OEM bodies. 

Q. Can a B Double truck go onto the CPS? 
A. Yes. The whole combination, prime mover and two trailers, would have to meet the 25-year 
rule and comply with the ADR requirements. 

Q. What do drivers do when travelling past Midnight? 
There were questions regarding Logbook entries when a journey continued past midnight. As 
every day must be accounted for it is necessary to make a new entry as soon as possible after 
midnight. 
It is thought that police would be understanding should one was pulled up just after midnight 
before the new entry had been made in the Log Book. Planning for such a contingency would 
probably be a good idea. 
The existing procedure was written to prevent ‘forward dating’ of entries or fraudulent entries. 
Experience has shown this isn’t occurring and the requirement may be changed in next year’s 
revisions 



Q. Can the size of the SR (Hot-Rod) Plates be reduced? 
The current plates are currently too large to be fitted to some Hot Rod vehicles.  VicRoads do 
not have any ordering systems allowing change to "H", "M" or "SR" plates and accordingly no 
alternative sized plates are available and VicRoads are unlikely to change this arrangement.  The 
proposal to have slimline plates available has still not been resolved. This may change when the 
CPS system is integrated into the main-frame VR system. 

Q. Can the owners Address be deleted from the Logbook page to maintain security (and 
Privacy)? 
Some Delegates did not like the owner's address being printed on the CPS receipt and asked why 
this was necessary as crooks could find out the owner's address if left in the vehicle. It was 
suggested that logbooks or anything else of value should either be securely locked up in the 
vehicle when unattended, or better still remove it and take it with you. 

Q. Some tyres now available do not have a speed rating on the sidewall, so is this a concern? 
A. Quite possible. There have been reports of ratings being shaved off sidewalls. (no other 
answer was forthcoming!) 

A Review of the CPS Scheme.  
Change of Regulations are not likely within the next 12 months as a total review of the whole 
system is carried out every ten years. This review last took place in 2009 so the next one will be 
in 2019.  
VicRoads need to prove to the Government the value of the Scheme to the Community. 
John Lewis believes that Clubs will always be involved with the Scheme and that participants 
will continue to be required to be a Member of a VicRoads Authorised Club. 

At the close of the Meeting the Trafalgar Truck Restorers' Club were thanked for their hospitality 
and beautiful food and John Fowler, President of the Hall Committee was thanked for the use of 
the excellent venue    
Thanks to Bill Allen & Denis Brooks & Bob Lomas for providing additional information for these 
Minutes. John Fowler. (GSCCR) 


